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Rookie Austin Riley of the Atlanta Braves 
continues to impress in his first few weeks in 
the big leagues. I saw a note on the Twitter site 
@mlbstats that said Riley was the first player to 
have at least 20 runs batted in in his first 14 
games since Jim Greengrass had 21 in the same 
span in 1952.  

Greengrass joined the Cincinnati Reds for the 
final month of the 1952 season at the age of 24 
and played in 18 games. He finished the year 
with a .304 average, five home runs, and 24 
RBIs. Through 18 games, Riley hit .324 with 
nine home runs and 25 RBIs. He was the fastest 
rookie to 25 RBIs since Mandy Brooks drove in 
25 in 17 games for the Chicago Cubs in 1925. 

Greengrass had a tremendous rookie season in 
1953; he hit .285 with 20 homers and 110 RBIs. 
He followed up in 1954 with 27 home runs, 95 RBIs, and a .280 average. After 
Greengrass got off to a slow start with the Reds in 1955, hitting just .103 in his first 
13 games, they traded him to the Philadelphia Phillies. Given such a small sample 
size for the season, his age, and his strong production in his first two full seasons, it 
seems odd that the Reds decided to give up on Greengrass so quickly. 

After joining the Phillies, Greengrass hit .272 with 12 home runs and 37 runs batted 
in. He slumped to .205 with just five home runs and 25 RBIs in 1956 in what turned 
out to be his final season. After such a tremendous start to his career, Jim 
Greengrass was out of baseball at the age of 28. 

Mandy Brooks had an even shorter career. After his big start in 1925 at the age of 
27, he finished the season with a .322 average, 14 homers, and 78 RBIs. Brooks 
played in only 26 games the following season and was hitting .188 with a home run, 
and six RBIs when he played the final game of his career on June 22, 1926. 

Hopefully, Austin Riley will fare better in his career.  
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